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While actually talking to the
people who gave us stories
behind their answers, it enabled
us to understand their vote more
than just having a survey of the
people's choice for the candidate.
It enabled us to see where they
were coming from and what
caused them to feel that their
choice was correct above all
others.. -Valerie Edwards
Most people we surveyed did not
know what an exit poll was,
either. After telling them it still
took a little bit of coaxing. One
story I can share that really
impacted me was this one man
who I asked to poll. He had told
me he didn’t want to be surveyed,
got in his car, and drove away.
Less than five minutes later he
came back and said he had
thought it over and did want to
take the survey-Angela Trejo

When the results came in
yesterday, it finally made sense.
The perceived attitude of Trump
voters went along with Trump’s
campaign motto: “Make America
Great Again”. It seems to make
sense that the attitudes went
along with Trump’s message: the
country is not in a good state,
and he wants to be a promethean
figure and fix it all. -Andre
Aguilar

Exit Polling: the Process
El Paso is known for its friendly people, its uniqueness on the
border, and for its extreme political apathy. El Paso has historically had
some of the lowest voter turnout in the state of Texas, which consistently
rates as one of the states with the least turnout in the United States. It is
because of this that El Paso is not taken seriously when it comes to a
Presidential election year. There is no reason that national pollsters should
be interested in a democratic city in a non-competitive state, and because
of this there is absolutely no data about voting patterns in the Sun City.
There is a need in the community that no one is attempting to fill, which
is where our polls came in.
Polling is not new to students, as we have been conducting exit
polls for every year since 2004. However, WE(fillintheblank) has only
conducted two exit polls, including this most recent poll. Our last exit poll
was incredibly successful, as we predicted that then-incumbent Silvestre
Reyes was going to lose his seat in congress to our current congressman,
Beto O’Rourke. This success shed light on the fact that students are able
to engage in the political system and that we are a force to be reckoned
with, as we conducted the only poll within the city and we weren’t within
the margin of error. It is this aspect of engaging the students and allowing
them a chance to directly engage with the electoral process while
simultaneously serving a need in the community that I thought this
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My family comes from both
Mexico and Cuba, two countries
whose people are constantly
suﬀering under a corrupt
government, and even a
dictatorship. Being a first
generation American, I
understood the value of being free
and the democratic process, but it
wasn’t until I actually saw the
process happening before my eyes
that I realized how truly lucky I
am to be an American. Regardless
of who won the election, the fact
that people were even ABLE to
vote for their president is a feat to
be celebrated. I believe that exit
polling is necessary because not
only does it give high school
students like myself the ability to
engage in the political process
without being able to vote, it also
provides representation to
members of the community that
otherwise wouldn’t be receiving
any attention. For example, our
exit polling data was the only data
in the state of Texas that had any
significant representation of the
Hispanic community and how
Hispanics were voting. Without
our exit poll, the Hispanic
community of El Paso, and even
Texas would have been lost. Exit
polling helped me understand
that even if I was disillusioned or
disgusted by the election, I can
NEVER give up my vote. This
will not be the election where I
am upset with the choices for
president, but I am glad I was
able to learn this lesson before I
turned 18.-Mercedes Munoz
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project was necessary. After the first day of early voting, we were told by our
volunteers, without whom none of this could have happened, that it was
tiring and that there was a lot of people, but their attitude was extremely
positive. For students to be standing outside for roughly nine hours, come
back sunburnt, and say that it was a positive experience speaks about the
impact that it had on them. WE(fillintheblank) focuses on providing the
youth opportunities to engage in the system and to get them excited about
the process. The students who volunteered did so despite having other
homework, despite having to miss class and make up the work, and despite
the fact that they were going to be out in the sun for nine hours, they signed
up to engage. This speaks to the core of what we do, provide the youth an
avenue to engage in politics and their community. Because of this, it seemed
only natural that we should undertake a project like this, so as to help the
community by providing data, but also to help both the community and the
volunteers themselves that high school students truly are capable individuals
who can do things even most adults are not able to do, and therefore, realize
that we truly are a force to be reckoned with. Diego De La Torre, Senior
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The ultimate value of exit
polling, by the standards of my
experience, is exemplified by
the unique people you meet in
the community. The level of
commitment some people have
towards their beliefs in the
political system is a truly
remarkable sight. exit polling
gives those involved a
memorable experience in
directly gauging the attitude of
Americans. The media does not
do this prospect enough justice,
as experience dictates a more
profound eﬀect on the
individual- Ziad Hakim
Exit polling during such a
notable election has been a
valuable opportunity that I am
grateful to have been a part of. I
have concluded, since my two
days at Basset Place Mall and
the YWCA, that its value lies
not in the questions asked, but
their ability to provide insight
into the sentiments of voters.
the election, though its
candidates prove to be more
unpopular than ever, has
inspired El Paso voters. The
large voter turnout in El Paso
also represents that the
attitudes of the people have
altered in that people truly
believe that their vote counts
and their participation is
necessary. It is unfortunate that
such a drastic presidential race
was required for the right of
voting to truly be recognized,
however the positive shift of
attitudes towards this right
should be welcomed- Chelsea
Dobbin
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Exit Polling: the Results
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Through exit-polling I
learned that everyone has
their own story to tell, and
their own reason for voting
for a particular candidate.
This experience taught me
that judging the other party
because of their diﬀerent
beliefs should not be done,
because each individual has
their own concrete reason
that they believe is right for
the country. -Alana
Guzman
Although this election
seemed to compromise the
integrity of the election
process due to the
candidates’ willingness to
go extremes in their tactics,
this did get more people to
pay attention and to vote,
so it was not all a bad thing.
The large number of people
out at early voting showed
that people were concerned
about their country. Jeeyoon Kim
I learned the value of
voting to the people of El
Paso. In my precinct, it was
evident that even to
naturalized MexicanAmericans, voting was not
just a privilege but a civic
duty. -Luis Clague
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One woman we polled
during the morning rush
finished our questions and
explained to us that “Well
looks like I’m going to be
late to work but I’m glad to
see that youth trying to
understand the country they
live in” she then hurriedly
rushed oﬀ and I realized
that she was willing to arrive
to work late simply so she
could take our poll- Rudy
Fernandez
I believe that the poll which
we had conducted was
particularly valuable as we
are an area of Texas which is
not often acknowledged,
and considering our
proximity to the border and
our great majority of latinos,
many of which are
immigrants, it was necessary
to get the opinion of the
primary people who Trump
claims he will target -Regina
Famatigan
The attitude of people who
voted in El Paso was that of
leaning Democratic and
actually coming out and
voting. They didn’t want to
lose their voice and came
out and voted in record
numbers.-John Lee
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My experience exit polling was
surprising, hopeful, and
disappointing all at the same
time. The attitudes of some of
the voters was hopeful for a
brighter future while others
felt that our nation was
doomed. Many people felt that
the country was going in a very
bad direction while others felt
that things were changing for
the better. Exit polling in
general is extremely valuable as
it truly allows pollsters to
assess not only the beliefs of
the people but also the reasons
for such beliefs.- Mary Spitzer
El Pasoans are largely
optimistic about the future of
the city, and to some extent,
that makes me optimistic. It’s
created a connection I didn’t
have with the city before.Christina Negrete

While out polling, you begin to
expect things from certain
types of people. When this is
challenged, learning truly
begins and ignorance starts to
fade. -Sheridan Crenshaw
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Teenagers are soon to
become the generations that
will vote on who they want as
president of the US and who
will make important
decisions regarding the good
of our country, which is why
is a highly important issue. If
the concept of politics starts
being implemented upon the
students since high school,
there is a highly great chance
that it will help our country
in the coming years.-Andrea
Ozaeta
Being able to collect data
firsthand from the public
about the ongoing election
was a privilege. Seeing the
diﬀerent types of people and
being able to hear their
opinions on topics and the
candidates of the campaign
was extremely valuable in
expanding my idea of “the
people's vote.” -Larissa
Tavizon
In an election with two
candidates as polarizing as
these, the long-observed and
hitherto unwavering political
trends of the past have all
but been obliterated. No
longer are people always
certain of who they are
voting for. -Rachel Kallman
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This election has mobilized a
hitherto non-voting
population of primarily
Hispanics to take political
action where the trend was
once political apathy. I am
now more invested in the
community as a whole,
especially on a political
spectrum, and I feel that I
have a much better grasp
upon the reasoning behind
people’s votes. I am
impressed and proud of El
Paso’s record-breaking voter
turnout.-Rachel Kallman
During my time exit polling,
I met many diﬀerent
individuals whose attitudes
reflected their political
eﬃcacy and they zealously
believed that everyone should
voice their opinion in some
way for change to ever come
and to resolve political, social,
and economical issues -Diana
Ju
I learned during exit polling
that while graphs and queries
create great information to
help one understand the
attitude and perspective of
the voting populous, there is
no substitute for getting out
and experiencing how these
people feel first hand.Christopher Kaiser
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While giving polls, it was
generally obvious when they
were hesitant about
answering the questions, and
this might possibly have been
because they wanted their
information as well as who
they voted for to remain
private. It even seemed to be
the case that the voters were
open and prideful when
mentioning that they voted
for Hillary, while those who
voted for Trump only pointed
at his name, not daring to say
it out loud. -Alex Pholvichitr

I felt a sense of duty as I
went out to poll. A few
people thanked my group
members and I for doing our
civic duty, and encouraged us
to stay involved. -Rainah
Adams
I know that I learned quite a
bit more about voters’
motivations and opinions
than I would have by just
seeing the election results.
More so, I think participating
in exit polling helped me to
understand the types of
people that come out to vote.
-Christopher Marquez

I think exit polling is
particularly valuable for
students who cannot vote yet,
as it provides insight in the
voting process and allows us
to understand who El Paso
voters are -Hanaa Aldasouqi
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I am grateful for having had
the rare opportunity to do
something like this,
something that rarely gets
done by the youth. I am glad
to have been involved in
something so valuable to me,
and I know that this
knowledge I have gained
from this experience has
definitely helped me better
understand El Paso and its
people. -Sandra Bustillos

Talking to these voters made
evident the impact that we,
as high schoolers, are able to
make in our community. It
showed me the support that
the citizens of El Paso have
for the youth's involvement in
politics. -Andrea Pineda

It made me realize that
voting and making sure that
you are an informed voter is a
huge responsibility. It is both
a right and a duty to
participate to the best of your
ability in the democratic
process and whether or not
you are happy with the
political situation, you should
always do everything you can
to make sure you are
educated on the issues. Alexandra Brown
Graphs made by Ishank Arora
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I believe exit polling is very
crucial to gain a better
understanding of the voting
population and why people are
voting. What we gain may be
due to demographical issues but
it is interesting to understand
peoples reasoning behind their
votes. -Wesam Abedeljebar

I found it valuable to hear the
opinions of so many people in
my community I would not
have otherwise ever heard from.
Understanding the attitude of
the community is important
because I think it oﬀers insight
as to where you come from,
your background, and how
these views shape the
community, the state, and the
country. I do not regret exit
polling and think it truly
engaged me in the politics of
not only the community or the
nation but really leading into
the world.- Angela Kaufman

We found that many Hispanics
were voting for the first time,
older people, and they were
eager to exercise this right. The
importance and magnitude of
this election was evident
through the amount of people
that came out during early
voting- Sofia Del Toro Chavez

What do these results mean?
The 2016 Presidential Election is unprecedented. The parties’ frontrunners
are surrounded by a media storm of infamy, and have thus lost some of the
genuine support seen for candidates in previous elections. This general lack
of full support for either candidate has become an increasingly discussed
topic among political scientists and the media, as they search for a growing
trend of cynicism in this year’s voters. Are the people really voting for the
candidate they chose, or are they simply voting against the other candidate?
Furthermore, is the public losing faith in the American government and the
electoral process?
As we have emphasized, perhaps the most important information we stand
to gain from our polling is not the winner of the presidency, but the
attitudes and motivations of El Paso voters. This is why we specifically
chose questions that would assess some of the questions being brought up
by experts concerning whether or not there is a significant increase of
cynicism. With a candidate that is running on the basis that America wants
change, we felt we needed to assess the extent to which voters actually agree
with that message.
The questions we asked regarding these issues were, in essence, the
following: Did you vote for this candidate because you believed they were
the right choice, or were you voting against the opposing candidate? In
general, do you perceive the United States as being headed in the right
direction or the wrong direction? In general, do you perceive El Paso as
being headed in the right direction, or the wrong direction?
The data we found revealed a great deal about El Pasoans’ national and local
perspectives. First, we found out that more Clinton voters were pleased with
their choice than were Trump voters, who showed a large percentage voting
for Trump only as a vote against Clinton. This was fairly in line with media
prediction, that Republicans are frustrated with their position but do not
want to vote Democrat.

11

WE(Fillintheblank)

I was truly shocked with the
amount of voters that were
naturalized citizens and the
amount of voters who were
voting for the first time in this
election. Voting is a privilege
and through exit polling, it has
taught me to become fully
educated/aware of what/who I
am voting for, as my vote is
important to my futureMelinda Hsieh
I found a lot of people
reluctantly admitting El Paso as
going in the right direction,
which was interesting when
juxtaposed against their
perception that nationally they
were, for the most part, unsure
or thought that the country was
headed in the wrong direction.
Being out there, on the front
lines, it gave us access to the
voter directly, and in some cases
for me, allowed me to establish
a connection with the person I
was polling. That connection
was the coolest thing when
working with the voter in
recording their responses. Ishank Arora
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The more interesting data came from the right and wrong direction questions.
El Paso was about 20% more optimistic about the direction of the country
compared to a poll of the same question asked throughout the nation.
Furthermore, there was a large increase in “right” responses when asked the
same question about El Paso itself. In fact, the majority of El Pasoans are
optimistic regarding the direction of the city. This is wonderful news for local
business owners and even our local government, as the city is overall content,
and likely view the investments recently made into improving El Paso
favorably.
The other significant data we found was the way in which the supporters of
diﬀerent candidates showed dramatic diﬀerences in national outlook.
Unremarkably, though fairly optimistic, Clinton voters were more likely to say
they believed the United States is headed in the right direction. However,
when observing the answers Trump voters gave, we see the dramatic influx of
cynicism that the media has talked about. In fact, 92% of Trump voters in El
Paso said they believe the nation is heading in the wrong direction. This is
incredibly significant in that it perfectly reflects the rhetoric of his campaign.
As he calls out the memorable line, “Make America Great Again,” people are
becoming drawn to his promises for change, and clearly believe that American
is no longer “great”. This piece of data clearly conveys that Trump’s message,
at least to some audience, is working.
Finally, the United States demographic is shifting. While it seems Texas will
likely remain red this election year, we saw almost a 20% increase in the
Hispanic population turning out to vote, which could aid in making Texas
liberal in following elections. This influx of Hispanic voters not just in El
Paso, but all over the country, is especially significant to our city. It means that
the 82% majority of people in the city will soon have their interests more
widely represented not just locally, but statewide, and eventually on the
national level. We thus look at this increase in Hispanic civic engagement as a
positive step toward the accurate representation of our county in Texas and in
the federal government.
We found many of the results to show positive steps in El Paso toward not
only civic engagement, but also overall contentedness. So, the media may
continue the rhetoric of a cynical, divided, and unhappy population, and this
may be true in some parts of the country. However, El Paso will continue to
defy expectations and work to improve both the city and the nation as a
whole, and hopefully we will dee this translate into a more optimistic kind of
voting population that is actively engaged and accurately represented.Sheridan Crenshaw, 11

There is a vast amount of value
simply because the opinion of
the people can be expressed in
less constrained terms like that
of standard votes. At the same
time, understanding the
demographic of El Paso can give
us a better idea as to what to
expect in the future.- Luis
Nunez
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On that first day, no one from
my group was expecting a
high turnout because of the
level of apathy of El Paso.
This turned out to be a
pleasant surprise. El Paso is
known for its incredibly
apathetic attitude. However,
things were diﬀerent on that
Monday. As people were
waiting in line to vote, there
was a general buzz and
excitement that was almost
unheard of for El Paso. This
attitude was the most
important thing we could
gauge from the exit poll, in
my opinion, as this was a
drastic change from the
attitude of El Pasoans before
this election- Diego De La
Torre
Going into this experience, I
had no idea what kind of
people I was bound to meet.
It came as a shock to me that
the El Paso population
contains a respectable degree
of eﬃcacy that is unmatched
with other apathetic
counties. It was also
extremely interesting to view
the charts compiled from the
data I collected, as the work
finally held merit -Ziad
Hakim

November 10, 2016

Superintendent’s visit
“Good afternoon students” said EPISD superintendent Juan Cabrera. “I am here
to congratulate all of you.” I was a bit confused as to what exactly the
superintendent was referring to. That is, until he mentioned the presidential
election. “What you guys have done in the community is truly remarkable”
exclaimed Cabrera. He was, of course, referring to the exit polls we conducted at
a variety of precincts around El Paso. The superintendent, then, proceeded to
thank us for all our work, and emphasized the importance of youth engagement.
It was a job well-done by all the students, as we had an amazing opportunity to
gauge El Paso’s political eﬃcacy and ideological standing.
In reminiscing upon the superintendent’s visit, I came to realize the tremendous
influence this academic endeavor had. Not only did we collect an astounding
amount of statistical data, but we also directly interacted with members of the
community. This is an extremely critical facet of thriving in a liberal democracy,
or, perhaps, a lack thereof. Nonetheless, seeing how dedicated people were to
their beliefs proved to be a humbling experience into the ascension of mankind.
Humanity exists in a state of objective unity. That is, each person is a complex
component of the collective consciousness that every being inherits. It is a form
of collective expression in the virtuous society we live in. American politics, in its
fundamental sense, unites people into believing that they do have a voice to be
heard. I realized this prospect of man because of exit polling, thereby stressing
my gratitude to those who made it possible.
Although the superintendent appreciated the work we relayed with the
community, I believe we gained so much more meaning from conducting the
polls. A meaning that ceases to be explained by numbers and graphs. A meaning
that most people our age do not have the opportunity to find…yet. A meaning
confounded in the principles of America, and our ability to make change. While
the superintendent’s visit gave us all objective merit to exit polling, we found
much greater implications in the relative scope of life. Before this experience, I
took on an apathetic attitude towards politics and the act of voting. After
meeting all these people, however, I grasped the symbolism of voting and its
subtle, albeit profound, eﬀect it has on people’s volition. -Ziad Hakim , 12
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Looking back on this after
Trump’s win, I see the
importance of emotional
appeals. This appeal and
promise to a better America
seems to have won over
reason, and it is scary to me
because this seems to change
the future of American
politics -Jeeyoon Kim
Overall, I realize that exit
polling has taught me how to
read people and understand
how demographics work.
When I got home, I was able
to understand more and be
interested in the counting of
the votes and the system to
become president. I was also
able to learn how the
community acts due to
several issues within it, such
as their views on Trump, and
not wanting to vote for
either, or voting for one
because they didn't like the
other. When I was exit
polling, I learned how to
understand the mind of the
voter, and be able to make
my own choices about this
election, even though I could
not vote, as well- Adin
Ehrlich
this one-to-one experience
of interviewing people and
understanding the way
people think from primary
source is the most important
(and ultimately most
rewarding) aspect of exit
polling- Jesus Nunez

Beto O’Rourke’s visit
“Robert “Beto” O’Rourke is a truly remarkable politician who the student
body at Coronado High School had the opportunity to share our ideas
with this last Wednesday. As he spoke to my 6 period I.B. History of the
Americas and 7th period Government class I was happy to see that a
congressman was willing to engage on a one on one basis with a small
portion of the younger populace in the El Paso area.
Since 2004, Coronado High School has been leading small, yet
organized exit polls in the greater El Paso area during presidential
elections in order to shed light on the political system to students
interested in government. In November of 2012 O’Rourke was elected to
represent the 16th precinct in Texas. The exit polling done by Coronado
had accurately predicted O’Rourke as the victor, giving credibility to the
students who conducted the poll and proving to skeptics that high school
students had the ability to exit poll at an impressive capacity.
The continued support from Congressman O’Rourke has been
both overwhelming and humbling as he openly supports the younger
generation’s involvement in politics. He believes, as the members of
WE(fillintheblank) do, that a younger population’s involvement in city
and state governments is a large step in the right direction concerning the
political involvement of all Americans. He shared these views with my
fellow peers and I on Wednesday and it helped me understand that we
cannot simply talk and stop, talk and stop, rather it is our duty as
Americans to secure the future of the United States through constant and
relentless political reform and adapt policy as time changes.
I am proud to have Congressman O’Rourke as a political leader
that the student body at Coronado High School can look up to. The fact
that O’Rourke enjoys speaking to the people he represents shows me that
he believes in the eﬃcacy of El Pasoans and their ability to forge a future
not only for El Paso, but for all of Texas. Russell S. Steans, 11
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In the Media

From The Washington Post
Turnout has also grown in the deep red suburbs, but in El Paso,
Democrats are no longer struggling to get their voters to the polls.
According to We(Fillintheblank), a student-run political group that
conducts the area’s only exit polling, Clinton is on track to win
71 percent of the vote in El Paso, better than any Democrat since the
Texas Republican Party became competitive.
The Trump candidacy has challenged a Republican project that had
succeeded in Texas more than in any state — a coalition between
conservative whites and culturally conservative Latino voters.
Republicans, who have controlled every statewide office here since
1998, have won supermajorities of white voters and courted enough
Latino votes to make the Democratic Party irrelevant.

• Where the exit polling is mentioned:
• http://www.kvia.com/news/el-paso/coronado-high-school-students-announce-results-of-exit-polls/149982018
• http://www.elpasotimes.com/videos/news/local/2016/10/26/92759052/
• http://cbs4local.com/news/local/coronado-students-conduct-exit-polls-on-election-day
• https://www.texastribune.org/2016/11/04/a-conversation-with-beto-orourke/ (18:00 min mark)
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