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WE(fillintheblank) is an excellent
organization formulated behind the
ideal that ordinary high school
students have the ability to make an
impact in governmental actions up
to the national level. Before I joined
WE, I did not have a well-founded
knowledge in the government that
one can come into contact with on a
daily basis; even for a high school
student, my knowledge in
government was limited and didn’t
seem to have any foreseeable growth
in my future. Everything changed
when I took it upon myself to begin
attending meetings for the
organization. I was widely accepted
by a multitude of open-minded
members. Speaking to our
congressman Robert (Beto)
O’Rourke was an opportunity that I
would have never dreamed of
without my inclusion in
WE(fillintheblank), we were able to
ask him questions and receive actual
feedback from a real congressman.
Now that I’ve been introduced to
this amazing club and have realized
the importance of informing the
youth about the government they are
a part of, I want to ensure the future
of the organization. Less and less
youth participate in local and
national elections, they don’t contact
their congressmen on important
matters pertaining to them, and they
fail to secure their own self-interest
in government because they, like my
former self, are uniformed in
fundamentals in government. I
became part of WE(fillintheblank)
because I want to help the youth in
my community and one day soon,
the youth in many more.
Russell Steans, 11

BORDERiZE
It seems as though the holiday season always launches people into a whirlwind
emotions and activities, with barely any room to breathe, and WE(fillintheblank)
is no diﬀerent. With energy buzzing, spirits high, and extreme determination,
WE(fillintheblank) is entering our busiest time of the year: the preparations for
our third annual BORDERiZE Youth Symposium.
The goal of BORDERiZE has always been to provide the youth of the borderland
with a platform to speak out regarding ways they can improve their community,
with the help of local experts. Real problems, real solutions. BORDERiZE 2017
will reach beyond the traditional concept of the “youth” and will shatter
misconceptions regarding how young someone has to be to have an interest in the
political process. This year’s event will aim to instill the concept of civic
engagement within eighth graders, in order to perpetuate involvement in the
political process throughout high school.
BORDERiZE 2017 will be an investment in the youth of El Paso, Las Cruces, and
Juarez in a way that has never been done before. WE(fillintheblank) will aim to
actively engage the entire region in an eﬀort to instill the necessity for civic
engagement at a young age. While some may say that eighth grade is too young to
attempt to be involved in, or even understand the political process, we think
otherwise. By fostering a passion for civic engagement at a young age, the
BORDERiZE Youth Symposium guarantees the establishment of young
trailblazers and leaders throughout the region. These students will then go into
high school with the skills necessary to continue their political education.
WE(fillintheblank) will be partnering with community experts in education in
order to make BORDERiZE 2017 as successful as it can be. We will be receiving
insight from the leading education experts in the region, as well as middle school
humanities and leadership teachers, who are experts within their curriculum. We
invite any readers of The Blank who believe they could be of any help throughout
our endeavor, to contact us in order to set up a meeting. We would love for this
event to involve as many community members as possible, in order to promote
regionalism and civic engagement.
So while many El Pasoans may be enjoying some relaxation this winter,
WE(fillintheblank) will be hitting the ground running, in an attempt to change the
culture of political apathy within our region, starting with our youth.
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America’s Mental Fracture

Alumni Column
In fall 2010, my junior year of high
school, an unkempt government teacher
who infamously looked like Rasputin
approached me during his recruiting
tour. Mr. Gary Berglund recently
advised three other students – Rachel
Jackson, Meagan Abel, and Jackie Wang
– through a successful gubernatorial
forum. However, that was only the
beginning. We assembled the next
evolution of what the original team
started. We surveyed the wider political
landscape and saw a consistent void. A
voice was missing: our voice, that of the
youth.So we plunged into the madness
we call politics. We didn’t care that we
were too young to vote. We saw direct
political involvement as a powerful
aﬀront to apathy, cynicism, and
disenfranchisement. Accordingly, we set
out to model how any young person
could productively insert themselves
into the discussions impacting them at
all levels, from school to national
politics.We hoped to train the youth to
seek reasonable evidence, think
critically about issues, and hone the
voice of an otherwise unsung boon –
then get involved! Hence,
WE(fillintheblank) was born. I took the
WE vision into college and became
involved in university-level initiatives,
working directly in the oﬃces of two
Vice Provosts and the President. In
spring 2014, my friend Billy Dodd and I
designed a new debate format that WE
rolled out in the El Paso County Judge
race. This December, I graduated with
degrees in honors Finance and Rhetoric
& Writing from The University of Texas
at Austin.

George Chidiac

“Democracy must be built through open societies that share information. When
there is information, there is enlightenment. When there is debate, there are
solutions. When there is no sharing of power, no rule of law, no accountability,
there is abuse, corruption, subjugation and indignation” – Atifete Jahjaga
What is it that people desire from democracy? Is it an
opportunity to have your voice heard? Or is it simply a façade created
for the American people, masking the unfathomable corruption of the
state? I kept these questions in the back of mind as I met with a
fellow citizen, one who should have every reason to engage the system.
Being a pessimist toward formal engagement (i.e. voting), I wanted to
gauge someone else’s perspective on the issue as it is a critical gear to
the machine of a liberal democracy. What’s particularly intriguing
about American politics is the amount of eﬃcacy older generations
have, contrasting the apathetic attitude the youth maintain today.
This problem cannot be stressed enough, as the government is often
not held accountable for its actions. In brainstorming ways to solve
this fracture, I decided to consult Fernando Rojero, a fourteen-yearold student at Coronado High School.
Rojero saw the obvious benefits of voting, a prospect the
public education system does enough justice. But when I asked more
pressing questions about her civic role in America, she did not seem to
have a voice.
“Why do you suppose the youth are not engaging?”
“Maybe they are just lazy or don’t really care”
Rojero realizes that people do not care about politics, but she still
lacks the will to get involved. From my experience, this is how the
majority of people seem to feel about civic engagement. Citizens lack
any motive to control the powers of the government, an exceedingly
frightening realization. No matter how high we place voting on the
pedestal of duty, people will neglect their privileges. This has
devastating eﬀects on the American mind, as it devolves itself into the
acceptance of repression.
What does this say about America’s liberal democracy? The
democracy, or lack thereof, is failing to uphold its virtue of
transparency. If only a select number of Americans question its
legitimacy, then the denotative principle of a representative
democracy is virtually nonexistent.
“Why haven’t you decided to get engaged and
develop
your political ideology?”
“A lot of the things [policy] do not have anything to do with
me, so I don’t really get involved.”
Self-interest seems to turn people away from engagement. A lot of
Americans hold a similar belief to that of Rojero, that there is no
reason for them to care. In reality, however, people’s lives are greatly
influenced by the results of a poll they had no voice in. Perhaps the
real problem lies in the fact that people do not think politics aﬀects
them.
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Morris Pittle
Mo Pittle should have been a doctor. Instead of
following his father and joining his brother in
their practice, he chose instead to pursue a career
in advertising as a copywriter/creative director…
and he’s been paying for it ever since. After
working in agencies of various sizes and in
diﬀerent capacities, he moved back to El Paso in
2002 where he founded Two Ton Creativity, El
Paso’s first boutique creative firm. Until 2013,
TTC functioned as a traditional, brick and
mortar creative marketing firm growing to as
many as 15 employees with oﬃces in El Paso and
Phoenix. Coincidentally, Mo lost both his hair
and his neck during this time. Hmmm. The good
news is, he also discovered that he thoroughly
enjoyed studying and employing culture as a
means of basing communication plans and
strategies. What does this mean? It means he
became a consultant and fancied himself a
corporate evangelist passionately beseeching his
clients to see the connection between culture and

This notion is a product of America’s political environment, as it
does not foster an honest conversation about our government’s
legitimacy. In schools, for example, children are often taught that
they must conform to the truths about America’s infallibility, no
matter how backwards we are about certain approaches to policy.
The fact of the matter is that America has the ability to perpetuate
its tainted virtues because politicians are rarely held accountable.
Ask anybody about the corruption of policy-makers, and they will
undoubtedly acknowledge the fact that bribery is common in the
legislature. But nobody wants to hold them accountable for selling
policy to America’s oligarchy. This is just one instance where people
fail to make change, merely accepting their oppression as a
common-place phenomenon. Rojero’s insight deepened my
understanding as to why the youth do not get involved, and, more
importantly, the horrors behind America’s passive demeanor. The
development of this attitude did not necessarily occur as a matter
of choice. Rather people were taught from the start not to
question legislation, to wholly accept the notion that Congress is
corrupt by the disposition of the institution.
After hearing a youthful perspective on American
democracy, I immediately thought about my political stance. My
cynicism toward the government has been the sole factor inspiring
my engagement. Like Rojero, my parents have never been active in
keeping up with politics. Why, then, did I decide to care? An
awakening into the reality behind America’s illusion of democracy
has stimulated my eﬃcacy. A critical facet to the life of a liberal
democracy is that its citizens ensure transparency through civic
engagement. Like many of the youth today, I was also taught that I
should not question the democratic legitimacy of America as it is
“dangerous thinking.” The youth must get involved in the process as
our freedom depends on it. We are trained to be weak, fearing
backlash from those who are doped into the system. Because
apathy has grown to dominate society, America’s political culture is
left to fester in the mess it has created. We, the people, have failed
America. We have abandoned a key rung on the broken ladder to
America’s liberal democracy: accountability.
--Ziad Hakim, 12

communication. In 2014, he relocated to Austin,
while still maintaining several clients in El Paso
who saw the light and chose to remain a part of
his flock. Austin however, had a terrible side
eﬀect on Mo. In 2016, with the desire to create
his own brand, Mo founded a food truck called
JewBoy Burgers. Currently, JBB has been featured
in several publications and featured by many high
profile bloggers in the central Texas market.
Eater Austin listed JBB among the 14 “essential”
burgers you have to eat now in Austin. Currently,
5 days a week, Mo smells like onions.
Mo Pittle Should have been a doctor.
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