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I joined WE(fillintheblank)
because for the past few years
I have been very interested in
the projects that the club
organized and I have loved
participating in the events. I
found interest in the club my
freshman year but I didn't get
the chance to join, so this year
my friends in the club
prompted me to join as I
expressed my interest for the
past few years. I really enjoy
the atmosphere within the
club as well as the values that
the club promotes so I
decided to oﬃcially join. I
enjoy participating in the
events that WE ho ads
because they allow the youth
to become involved.

Texas Tribune
Before going to Austin with the WE(fillintheblank) members for the Texas
Tribune Festival in September, I had no idea what to expect. The prospect
of experiencing an event famous for bringing in some of the biggest names
in politics was promising, yet attending such a big convention with such
little knowledge was almost intimidating as well. After experiencing the
festival firsthand, however, I now clearly see what an amazing opportunity I
was given in going to such an event. Having listened to current political
leaders and specialized experts talk about various issues and viewpoints
regarding some of the state’s (and nation’s) most prominent matters, such as

Social Media

energy, climate, racial standpoints, law enforcement, and the 2016
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important topics are proving to be invaluable and necessary in keeping up

presidential election, the insight and new understandings of some of these
with the current politics of our nation today. With special regards to the
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upcoming presidential election, listening to Ohio governor John Kasich and
Senator Ted Cruz express their opinions, motives, and actions behind their
highly publicized political lives were especially eye-opening, though the two
former 2016 Republican presidential candidates seemed to convey a sense of
disappointment or frustration in the current Republican nominee. Overall,
across the time span of three days, the Texas Tribune Festival not only
allowed me to experience and view a diﬀerent perspective of the vast and
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intricate system of politics, but it also raised my awareness on the
importance of the youth engaging and realizing how their role can create a
voice in the political process. Thus, as grateful as I would be to take the
opportunity to go to the festival again, I encourage all of you to go as well,
and learn more about the political process and what you can do to make a
change in the community. -Michelle Park (Sophomore)

Alumni Column

Thank you to: Raben Group and Creed for their
assistance in funding this trip

Meagan Abel
Eight years ago, in the fall of 2009, a
very strange teacher with a scraggly
beard and absurd tie asked me and two
other students - Rachel Jackson and
Jackie Wang - to work on hosting a
gubernatorial debate. I couldn’t have
told you what “gubernatorial” meant at
the time, but I signed on anyways. It
would be this eﬀort that set me on the
path to founding WE, majoring in
government at UT Austin, and now
working towards my PhD in Criminal
Justice at Michigan State University. It
seems that I owe a great deal to this
experience. While I couldn’t put my
finger on it at the time, I think the
reason I signed on to that first
gubernatorial debate eﬀort was because
I realized something was missing in
politics. While America listened to the
competing ideas of conservatives and
liberals, the lower and upper classes,
hawks and doves, urban and rural
communities, there remained this
strange spot in the political landscape
that was silent. WE was designed to fill
in that blank - to empower youth to
participate in the political process. I
take great pride in my three years spent
with this organization and the work we
did to make young adults a true player
in political life. I’m so proud and
honored to pass that torch on to this
next generation of WE. I look forward
to seeing the amazing work you will do.

Go T-Birds, Hook ‘em Horns, and with
my warmest regards,

Meagan N. Abel

Teleconference with Beto O’Rourke
The Teleconferences with Congressman Beto O’Rourke aim to further
strengthen the bond between the youth of the El Paso community and their
Congressman in order to enforce political engagement and awareness among
students. The students and the Congressman will discuss problems in the city,
ongoing projects, and improvements that impact the everyday life of students.
WE(fillintheblank) strives for students to continuously engage with their
elected representative in order to increase government transparency beginning
at a young age. Through these teleconferences WE(fillintheblank) seeks for the
youth to ultimately become well-equipped in making decisions that will
inevitably impact their future. The teleconference shall be via LifeSize HD, a
software that allows visual and audio communication. A WE(fillintheblank)
member will initiate the teleconference by welcoming participating schools and
Congressman O'Rourke before handing over the floor of discussion to the first
school. Students from the first school will have the floor to speak to the
Congressman regarding whichever issue they wish to discuss. Once the student
has asked their question and the Congressman has oﬀered a response, a
WE(fillintheblank) member shall turn the discussion over to another school
These rotations shall continue with all three schools until there is no time
remaining. WE(fillintheblank) will manage the logistics: the connectivity
between Washington D.C. and the schools, the selection of 3 schools, and will
facilitate the moderation of the teleconference. Kareena Shokar (Sophomore)
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Community Member

• Joe Straus is the Speaker of
the House for the Texas
House of Representatives
• There are 254 Counties in
Texas
• 2 US presidents were born
in Texas
• If, after the Presidential
election, no candidate has a
majority of the electoral
votes, it decided by vote of
the members of the House
of Representatives
*Check next month’s
newsletter for a quiz on these
facts for a chance to win a tshirt

Richard Dayoub
President of El Paso Chamber of Commerce

Important Dates

Early Voting/In Person
Absentee voting: First
day of early voting by
personal appearance for
November 8 general
election: October 24,2016
Absentee Ballot
Request deadline - By
Mail: Last Day to Apply
for Ballot by Mail
October 28,2016
Early Voting/In Person
Absentee voting ends:
Last day of early voting by
personal appearance for
November 8 general
election.
November 4,2016

As the CEO of the Greater El Paso Chamber of
Commerce, my primary responsibilities working with our
staﬀ and volunteers are:
Advocate for public policy that supports economic
growth, quality of life programs, job opportunities on
behalf of the business sector and the community at large.
Build and strengthen working relationships with our
elected and appointed oﬃcials at the City, County, State
and Federal levels, including the military and defense
leadership.
Ensure that we are providing services and programs that
meet the needs of our member investors.
Our core areas of focus are: military, education and
workforce development, business development,
leadership development. Finally, as a non profit, to ensure
that we are financially sound.
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